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Assalamu’Alaikum,
Respected Mufti Sahib Qibla,

It is submitted that in our mosque the Imam is present for the Fajr prayer only about 13-14 days each
month and is absent for 15-16 days. When asked why he misses Fajr, he replies that it is not
deliberate, but that he simply does not wake up. We request guidance whether this excuse is
acceptable in the eyes of Shariah, and whether the remaining daily prayers, Jumu‘ah, the two Eid
prayers, and funeral prayers performed behind him are valid.

Questioner: Najm us Saqgib Qadri Ismail, Hazaribagh, Jharkhand

The Answer

Wa-alaikum as-salam.

Prayer is a pillar of Islam and is the most important duty among the pillars of Islam after
martyrdom, the greatest obligation. The Qur’an and Hadith strongly emphasize its obligatory nature
and warn of severe consequences for neglecting it. The Messenger of Allah Muhammad % said: “The
distinction between us and the disbelievers is the prayer; whoever abandons it has committed
disbelief.”

(Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah)



Even missing the prayer out of laziness once or twice is a grave major sin and requires repentance.

Therefore, if the mosque’s Imam is truly in the habit of missing Fajr prayer and keeps sleeping, such
an Imam is a flagrant sinner (fasiq, fajir). Repentance and making up the missed prayers are obligatory
upon him.

Sleeping through Fajr on roughly 14 days each month is not a valid excuse in Shariah.

Accordingly, such an Imam should be removed from the position of Imamate.
And Allah knows best.
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