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Assalamu’Alaikum,

What do the scholars of 1slam and the respected M uftis say regarding this matter:

| used to communicate with a boy through messages. He is from Pakistan and | am from India. | asked
him about his religious affiliation (sect), but he could not answer clearly. He said heis neither Ahl-e-
Hadith nor Deobandi, but simply said, “I am Sunni.” We both love each other.

Once | spoke to him about mahr (the mandatory marriage gift). | jokingly said that as mahr he should
give me all of his property. He replied, “No, I will give half.” I said, “No, I want all of your property as
mahr; do you agree?” He said, “Yes, I give you all of my property as mahr and I accept.” I also said,
“Yes, I accept.” He asked several times and I gave the same answer each time. But I was only joking
about the property; all of this conversation happened only through messages.

Then one day, based on this, he said that our nikah (marriage) has taken place. I asked, “How is that
possible?” He said that on that day you said such and such words, he has a witness, he a so recited the
khutbah (marriage sermon), and he has checked everywhere that this means the marriage is valid.

The question is: does such a marriage become valid?
Please give a ruling in the light of the Qur’an and Sunnah.

From the questioner:
Hina Kosar, Varanasi, India

The Answer

Wa-alaikum as-salam.

In this case, your nikah has not taken place. For avalid nikah, the proposal (ijab) and acceptance
(qubool) must occur in asingle session (majlis), and both parties (or their authorized representatives)
must be present. In addition, two witnesses must be present together in that same session and hear the
words of proposal and acceptance. If the two parties are in different locations and attempt to conduct
the nikah through audio/video calls or by messages, the nikah does not become valid.

It isstated in al-Durr al-Mukhtar with the commentary Radd al-Muhtar (3/14): “Among the conditions
of ijab and qubool isthe unity of the session.
(Meaning) if the session differs, the nikah does not take place.”

Therefore, since you are in India and the boy isin Pakistan, and you did not appoint anyone as your

representative (wakeel), the nikah isinvalid because the parties were in separate places and there was
no unified session.
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